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“Reflections on Maoming” 

  The trip to the Guangdong Province in China was an eye-opening experience and more than I 

expected from the stance of gaining a new perspective on people, communities, and life outside of the United States.  

My professional interests lie in working with emerging markets and developing regions of the world from a real 

estate and economic development perspective.  Aiming to improve the quality of life, provide increased 

opportunities for economic growth, and helping to expand the employment opportunities for residents is also a core 

focus and motivation for planners. 

There were several key impressions that were made upon me that directly impact our studio project and 

proposal going forward.  I’ve decided to share several these items below along with questions that I feel need to be 

addressed: 

 The peninsula, serving as our project site, included several locations of obsolete, incomplete, or simply 

abandoned structures that may have housed businesses or resorts in the past that may have been 

ravaged by storms or could not last within the marketplace.  While seeing these structures there was a 

tremendous amount of new development activity taking place in the form of high-rise residential 

buildings.  In order to support the larger goals and objectives of developing this peninsula into a 

destination of interest for tourism what structures exists or could be introduced to make real estate 

projects more complementary and likely to survive in the long-run? 

 How can developers be incentivized to take utilize the existing infrastructure and perform 

rehabilitation projects?   

 Where is the bulk of the investment capital coming from?  Is it primarily Chinese capital or foreign 

directed investments? 

 Where specifically is the money being concentrated geographically within the peninsula and can that 

be leveraged to construct a phasing strategy for development? 

 In order to encourage a stronger influx of FDI what can be done to mitigate the substantial risk 

accepted by developers?  The lack 

of a property tax system, beyond 

industrial uses, creates a void for 

motives to maintain structures and 

the value of property.  Another 

challenge revolves around the 

government only being able to 

generate revenue from the 

acquisition and sale of land, which 

makes disposition the only tool 

available to encourage 

development, but not 

promote/reinforce responsible 

development. 

 I had a difficult time trying to decipher the “essence” of the peninsula and what makes is a special 

place given the existing villagers and industry being leveraged.  Is the presence of shoe making 

industry and farming/agriculture the full representation of the peninsula?  What is the competitive 

advantage of the peninsula beyond the natural environment that includes an incredible mountain other 

assets?  Is there a particular characteristic that strongly differentiates this site from the region and 

globally? 
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 How can an economic development strategy being crafted to expand the skillset of the current labor 

force and afford opportunities to the villagers for employment in different jobs that may arise from the 

urbanization and growth of the peninsula over time?  What education, industries, and skills translate 

into longevity for people here?  

 

 

 

 An unexpected occurrence during the visit involved exposure to issues that weren’t originally a focal point 

of the initial proposal.  The size of the challenges with sanitation and waste management in comparison with what 

we assumed the “real” issues would be posed in relation the industrial port was substantial.  Knowing the problems 

that exist, the goals for the site, and having had interactions with the local residents provided a greater sense of 

understanding and importance for the development of the peninsula.  Our next steps will be pivotal in helping to 

address the questions I posed above to develop an approach that will not only support the larger objectives, but also 

mitigate potential issues and risk along the way.  Success is never imminent, but a comprehensive strategy that 

allows for changes to be made along the should truly help move the project in the right direction.    


