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Our 10-day trip to China was an enjoyable personal experience that gave me a better understanding of 

Chinese culture and culinary capabilities.  Although our meals were atypical, it was authentic and reflected 

the unexpected but much appreciated hospitality that is simply not found in western culture.  My three-man 

appetite was merely my way of expressing gratitude.  Surprisingly, the only time I ever felt sick was when 

I ate at Pizza Hut. 

The trip was revealing and informative on many levels.  Although it remains a blurred and incomplete 

picture of Maoming, the trip elucidated and corrected some of the information that we had relied on for 

the previous two months.  On a subconscious level, and our arrival in Guangzhou initially reinforced this, I 

maintained a post-industrial perspective of what to expect from a city and how it flows.  I had read about 

and was aware of this ‘great migration’ of rural to urban population movement as an official Chinese 

government policy but to be there and feel how the city and it’s inhabitants move was both exciting and 

surprising.   

The scale of development in the city was far beyond what I had imagined, rivaling or exceeding Atlanta.  

Everything from five-star resorts to large-scale, high-rise apartment buildings was under construction.  It 

was hard to reconcile the renderings of these monolithic structures with the traffic that I saw on the streets.  

Scooters with two, three, or more individuals appeared to be the primary mode of transportation with a 

significant portion of the workforce still involved in agriculture.  I admit that I do not know if these units 

would be affordable to most of the resident or incoming rural population.  I feel that it would have to be 

for the projects to be successful.  Yet, at night, from our hotel rooms, few of the rooms in the completed 

apartment towers were illuminated at night.  Perhaps, what is more alarming, is this push toward making 

Maoming a serious resort destination.  Driving through the ghost towns of beach villas was a reminder at 

how precarious this push can be.  How have the variables for success changed?   

Lastly, the information that we were working with was somewhat outdated.  The shape files for buildings 

seemed mostly correct but the number of floors, and recent construction was not included.  Of particular 

note were multiple 14-story structures that were under construction between the institute and government 

center.  It would also have been useful to know more about the $1billion contract between the local 

government and a transportation company for construction on the northern part of the island.   

Ultimately, I feel that there is a large gap between what it is that our studio proposals recommended, and 

what it is that the Maoming municipal officials would be willing to adopt or even consider when moving 

forward with development on the peninsula.  Should we take political realities into consideration?  Should 

we recommend damage control measures that have a chance or maintain our policy of levee removal in 

the north?  Nevertheless, the trip corrected my perceptions of our study site, and the expectations that I 

had with what our studio would be capable of and what our focus should be.  

 


