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There were many aspects of this trip that made it one of the most 

unbelievable experiences- for many of us. For me, one of the first things I noticed on 

our tour of Guangzhou and again in Maoming, were the dynamics of old versus new 

and the disparities between income levels. After our first stop at the Planning 

Institute in Guangzhou, we had the opportunity to explore an urban village, which 

was unlike anything I’ve seen before. The crowded buildings and streets and the 

mixture of land uses, like shoe-making adjacent to restaurants or doctors’ offices, 

are a few characteristics of the urban villages that make them unique, and 

unforgettable. After the tour through this area, we went to the new, commercial area 

of the city. We walked along beautiful linear park surrounded by new office and 

commercial high rises, shopping malls, and modern architectural libraries and 

museums. The contrast between these areas makes Guangzhou a fascinating and 

multifaceted city.  

Maoming was similar to Guangzhou in its multidimensional character. The 

dynamics of high-rises and urban villages were also apparent in this area. For me, 

the most important experience on our journey to Maoming, was the visit to our 

project site, an urban village on the Nanhai Peninsula. When we arrived in the 

village, I first noticed the exposed sewer system running along the streets and 

between houses and the trash that filled the alleyways. Therefore, my initial concern 

were sanitation issues that could originate from the trash and sewage.  

Throughout this project, our group wanted to plan the area to be self-

sustaining and to preserve the infrastructure to attract tourists and vacationers. 

However after witnessing these foundational problems, I thought the most 

important step in our plan would be to focus on the village’s foundation and develop 

a basic sewer system and solid waste management plan. Innovative energy efficient 

technology seemed to be an accessory. After more discussion, however, we realized 

that this kind of innovative technology does not have to be an unnecessary luxury 

for the community. Instead, technology such as on site incinerators can address 

much of the solid waste issue, while also providing energy for this area that does has 

little access to it.   

These experiences in China were important to all of us, but one of my favorite 

aspects of the trip was interacting with our friends from the planning institute, the 

government, and the villagers. Although we are outsiders coming in to try improve 

the area, they were always warm and inviting. The villagers allowed us to go 

through their homes, hang out on their roofs, and take pictures of their community.  

Although we could not always communicate verbally, we were able to exchange 

kind gestures with the locals throughout the entire trip.  


