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The studio trip to Guangzhou and Maoming was an amazingly eye-opening 
experience that helped me grasp a better understanding of the realities and 
challenges of village urbanization in China. I appreciated touring villages in 
Guangzhou prior to the site visit to see what an urban village looks like and 
functions as in China. Things that stood out to me in this experience were the 
seemingly substandard housing, the multi-modal transportation throughout narrow 
village passageways (walking, biking, motorbiking, cars), and the vast amounts of 
trash thrown on the streets, in front of and behind buildings, and even in the 
waterways. These same issues would prove monumental during our Nanhai 
Peninsula site visit as well. 
 

 
Guangzhou Urban Village 
 

The four and half hour drive from Guangzhou to Maoming gave me more 
opportunities to take in the contrast between urban and rural lifestyles in China. I 
saw a great amount of agricultural land, never without a number of workers in the 
fields planting and tending, as well as industrial centers and refineries cementing 
the notion that these are both essential to the local economies and working 
traditions of the people. 
 
Upon arriving to our giant waterfront hotel on the Shuidong Harbor the first thing 
that struck me was the huge amount of construction going on in all directions. Huge 
residential or hotel towers were being built all around, indicative of a thriving real 



estate market and economy but I was, and frankly still am, unclear of the actual 
drivers of all of this growth. 
 
It wasn’t until Wednesday that our group was finally able to visit the mountain and 
village that our project has focused on. We started the day with a beautiful hike up 
the southern-most point of the mountain and saw spectacular views of the bay. This 
hike cleared up our initial reservations of the tourism driven future development of 
the site. This clarification was abruptly shattered upon hiking down the backside of 
the mountain and finding ourselves trapped in the village’s make-shift landfill. The 
exposed waste seemed to go on for a mile or more with no efforts to protect the 
surrounding landscape or minimize the negative effects. The contrast between the 
natural beauty and manmade debris of that single hour was very eye-opening and 
significantly changed the focus of our group’s objective. 
 
This focus on developing a waste management system was reaffirmed by the trash 
piles and exposed stagnant sewer system throughout the village. In another contrast 
through the kindness of the villagers we were not only able to go into people’s 
homes to get better views of the village structure, but we were able to discuss some 
of our concerns with one of the village leaders. We were relieved to heat that the 
sewer and trash issues were very much on their radar and they were open and 
willing to make changes to improve the village sanitation. Upon including these 
concerns with initial ideas on where to start in our presentation, the planning 
officials also acknowledged these issues as important first steps to redeveloping the 
island. 
 
Overall, the trip was critically important to understanding the peninsula’s current 
conditions, limitations, and needs. I most enjoyed experiencing the culture through 
interacting with people, both the planners from Guangzhou and Maoming sharing 
local meals over huge round tables, as well as the villagers who opened their homes 
to us. I am very hopeful that our project will be impactful and help to improve the 
living conditions and quality of life of the villagers, as well as attract new 
investment. 
 
 



 


