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The Issues with Politics 

 This studio has been an education experience in more ways than one; the ability to immerse 

students within both the planning process as well as political process is not an easy one, especially when 

dealing with a foreign entity. When we originally started out, we all had our own ideas, primarily 

drawing from American examples of planning solutions and ideologies. It was difficult to fully 

understand how they would work in China, however, as we had never been to our target location, nor 

did we fully grasp how planning worked in this country.  

 The first day in Maoming began to quickly clear up our misconceptions, as we quickly learned 

the true economic nature of the area, as well as the make-up of the urban environment, in particular the 

abandoned buildings dotting the landscape. It also led to better understandings of the environmental 

structure encompassing the mangroves and beach front, as well as topography across the peninsula. In 

all, the trip was an amazing opportunity to fully grasp what we were working with, and allowed further 

ideas to be generated in response to the issues we were facing.  

 With the knowledge generated by being present in Maoming, my group was able to solidify our 

environmentally structured design knowing that the terrain would respond well to it, and that it would 

definitely help to connect both the North-South axis as well as East-West axis. We also found that 

mapping the abandoned buildings helped to concentrate where infill development could be structured 

and where new commercial/residential developments would fare best. Additionally, we were inspired 

by the bike path along the beach, realizing how we could expand it to connect to the rest of the road 

networks to supply the residents with a street that caters to their primary mode of transportation.  

 Going forward, I feel that all groups need to take into consideration the political stance, as the 

parting words from the director stated that the differences in political frameworks had caused some 

different ideas to come out of our projects. In this, we may need to cater our ideas to work more closely 

to what the government desires, rather than going against it with projects that will most likely never see 

the light of day without acknowledging their wishes. With this, it may also be time to combine project 

ideas that work together to solidify our final designs and presentations into works that fully encompass 

all aspects of economics, environment, and urban frameworks.  


